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Chnldren First for Oregon Report
detalls plight of children statewide
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Today, one of four children
in Oregon is at risk. What does
that mean for our future and
why should Oregonians care?

Simply put, even if you
don’t agree that normally we
have an obligation to reach
out to those less fortunate, our
economic future will be deter-
mined by how quickly we move
children from risk to success.

It has been estimated that

. for every dollar spent on qual-
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ity preschool, more than seven
dollars are saved in averted
special educatlon, crlme wel--.
fare and. other costs.:

“+ Thek ’ndamentals of family-
wellﬂg ng in Oregon are chal-

lenged\ -hen 16 percent of
chlldren are estlmated to lxve

. learn and gr’o

Across the state poverty
among children ranges from 11
percent to 26 percent. Nearly a
third of babies are born to
unmarried mothers and a fifth
of babies are born to mothers
with less that 12 years of edu-
cation.

According to a report pub-
lished by Children First for
Oregon, the key to child care
and early education is access.
All interaction with parents
and prov1ders has a lasting
impact on a“Chlld s capaclty to
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‘a pomon of thelrﬂweek in-paid-
. .child care: A dubecause > of

limited capacity, only 47 per-
cent of children eligible for
Oregon Head Start
Prekindergarten are in the
program.

Every child needs access to
and opportunity for good
health care. Prenatal care,
regular checkups and immu-
nizations are critical invest-

-ments in the good health care .

of children.
Access and opportunity for

,good health care guides the.

cognitive and emotlonal devel-

“opment of children. Chlldren

celmp%g_tant h;alt*h care
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The fact dpmonstrates, how-
ever, that not*every child in E
ha§}“ he ‘access. ‘andgi
opportunity: for. good healt
care. Just 81: percent of two™"

. year-olds were up-to- date'on . -
; thelr 1mmumzatlons 1n 1998 _
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