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soon to tell
whether the U.S. attacks
Sunday on terrorists and
their supporters will make
life worse for the millions
of refugees in Afghanistan.
However, the misery is
likely to spread, according
to a spokesman for Port-
land-based Mercy Corps, a
nonprofit global relief
organization that assists
Afghan refugees.
“Whether the Afghans
leave their country or stay
there, they are in desper-
ate need of humanitarian
aid,” .said Matthew De
Galan Mercy’s chief devel-
opment officer.
“The longer there is a

conflict and the longer aid
groups are unable to reath.

people; the gxeater the’
needs are going to be.
There are reports of people
eating insects and grass.’

It’s tough ‘to. compre- ..
hend how - horrible- life
must be in .Afghanistan:
One-can get a glimpse by:

companng life in Oxegon
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" ta'is $33,080; theirs is $800.

RIGHARD R. AGUIRRE
CAPITOL WATCH
versus  Af-
ghanistan
| before US.

- military ac-
tion:

= Oregon’s
infant mor-
tality rate is
one of the lowest in the
United States — 5.8 deaths
per 1,000 births, compar ed
with 147.02 deaths per 1,000
births in Afghamstan
That’s one of the highest
rates in the world.

. @ The death rates — 8.9
per 1,000 people here ver-
sus 17.72 deaths per 1, 000
population there.

@ Qur life expectancy is
- 78. years' compared w1th-_'_

46.2 years there.

Oregon has 34 mxlhon
people, compared with
26.8 millioriin Afghanistan,
.but we have far more eco-
mnomic clout. Our gross

. domestic product per capi-’

. pared with. .
‘$100 million in Afghanistan.

How to help

" Mercy Corps is a nonprofit,

global relief organlzatlon with
headquarters in Portland.

Since 1979, Mercy Corps has
provided more than

$550 million in aid to 73
nations. Using a mix of
government funds, grants and
pnvate donations, it operates
in and helps more than 25
countries. It pravides food,
clothing, medical care and
shelter to refugees and other
poor people.

To make a donation, calt {S00)
852-2100 or go online to:
WWW.Mmercycorns.org

" And we had'$9:4 billion in

exports last year, com-
less. than

-Other- dxspantxes were
revealed "in two neports
releaséd last week-

- Children First for Ore-
gon, aTronprofit, nonparti-
san group, reported that

 the status of Oregon’s chil-
“dren has ‘improved in the -
-past five years. ;. :
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More Oregon children

-
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have health insurance and |
more are getting immu- !

nized against diseases.
There also have been
reductions in teen preg-
nancy and smoking, the
report said.

However, Children First
gave Oregon an overall
grade of B-minus, noting
several areas of concern:
an estimated 13 percent of
children live in poverty;
affordable housing  for
many poor families is
scarce; and one in three
kids failed to meet state
standards in reading and
math. ’

In addition, if the eco-
nomic slowdown worsens,
“working families who

. turn.to: the safety net-are
going -to” find fewer re-
sources available,” said
Marie Hoeven, executive
director of ChiNren First.

Sfill, parents 1y Afghani-

stan_can only dream of
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such pmblems Ab
. people are refugees
« four children dies before:
_mamly from' preventable dls-‘ .

mxlhon

years of vxolence four years' of

- narily" difficult” - for upeople
Afghamstan
donein’ - With winter approachm Ahig : ‘in Afghanistan.

‘age 5, suffermgwﬂldeepen & e
“The refugees and dxspla

;rHowever, Pontis womed.

: “These péople themselves pri-
-\ ‘persons living in open tents are Nor to our “stirting our-work fgur 3 be for the refugees.

R

: Mency Corps is' workmg w:th ‘Meé C
severe drought and the’ refugee ;the "United N Nations and other tlonrsc{o e(:gestlvreu h:ie!;:;vsdona

mternahonal ‘relief agencles to, .
./ plan for the distributio of fuel,
shelter and blankets for fammes - ference,”-he said. “This is one ¢
Gemptio . those situations where no on
knows how it’s going to end o
" how massiveé the neéd i is going t

- “If people want’to help, it’
* wonderful and it will make a dif

b lstan, reported'rhm-smthatzo ?ff“‘f‘_‘mﬂl ba,ff.was forced_tg this winter.”

Unul late last month‘, Mercy ‘the' ones; that -are .parficularly’’ years
Corps had an’office in’ Afghanit- hard hit :as'the" begiperature)s’ ate' s,ﬁf:;gf,mw‘gg’eggh per-
stan to coordinate the' dxstnbw fall, sometimes well below zero;7 v selected them, Pont said. “)I,Vwe
tion ofdfo%qe,“:lrothmg “medical . Pont told Mercy. Corps by tele.  that:our work is not contmmgxw
carean I§o & ' phone: from_ Islamabad, Pak fully, they will have. quite . :
..~ Mark Pont, the Mercy Corpsf lstan, where the organizatic % el
" director in Afghanistan and Pak- ‘inteiristional s on

degree of | hardShg, aespeaally
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* “Their phght is one of rmser
“and has . been for" years i
Afghamstan It's ‘going' to_ge
worsemthe days ahead” -

State Editor Richard R.
Agu:rre can be reached at (503)
*.399-6739.0r raguma@Statesma:
Joumal com . - -
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