Uregon receiv

For the first time oSmo: _Zm
carned an ahove average grade
in the annual Report Card on
the Status of Children, a report
published by Children First for
Odregon, a non-profii, non-parti-
san group dedicated to improv-
ing the well-being of Oregon’s
children. T :A. :E:oé_:o_: to a

;c:c,c‘ that this improve

came at the peak of economic
growth, noting that the current
economic slowdown will put a
strain on i —- especially
low-income familics — and the
state and community invest-
ments desicned wo help them.
ousness of the
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Oregon, credits a healthy econ-
omy and targeted: program :in-
vestments for the overall im-
provement in child well-being
in Oregon. “We can see in the
results s:m_.m strategic invest-
ments are’ :wS:m :a positive ef-

fect,” mmwu Hoeven. “Two good
mxm:%_mm are the: state’s anti-

tobacco ‘programs and a new,
computerized immunization
tracking system.”.
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“No [parent should :have to
.o:OOmm between vmu:sm rent
_ and paying for groceries — this
:m an area we must improve
‘upon if we want to support the
mSU:_Q of Oregon’s mma::mm ”
' said Hoeven.

The report card shows us, in
addition to affordable housing,
child poverty,, prenatal care,
child abuse and . high school
dropout rates are among those
indicators reported that have
failed to meet the goals set by
the state. .

Grades in four of the five
sub-categories the organization
tracks for child well-bcing
showed advancement during
the last year, with the greatest
improvement in the areas of in-
vestment in families and ado-
lescents. The report card
grades are calculated based
upon both progress made to-
ward meeting the 2000 Oregon
Benchmark goals set by ‘the
state in 1993, and the -rate of
change since 1990.

Children First :.moxma both
positive and negative trends in
child well-being indicators for
the last decade.

Positive Trends in QEE s&:
Being since 1990:

% The amount of child sup-
port collected has 5:3.96&
from 50 percent to 70 percent
over the decade.

W oawmo:m teen pregnancy
rate dropped..by :8:.5 one:
third.

# The childhood immuniza-
tion rate has improved from 9
percent to 80 percent. - .

Zmoﬁém Trends in OEE ,sas

Being Since 1990: .

% More low- EooBm renters
spend a Emvaovoi_osmg share
of household income on ren
than a decade ago. =~

* Alcohol use among
teenagers has' increased m:mE
ly.

# Teen suicide rates remaiy
higher than the 5@@ rate. m

Oregon has set new Bench
marks for its goals for chili
well-being for the year 201(
Children First will continue t
track the progress the stdt.
makes in meeting its goals fo
child well-being.

But Hoeven cautions about
being too optimistic. “More
than one in ten of Oregon’s kids
are:still living in poverty, thou-
sands -of kids remain without
health insurance, and more
than one in three kids failed to

-meet state standards in reading

and - math. We may have im-
proved, but those numbers are
still too high.”

The economic boom of the

-0

{0

<

s "Above Average” grade for child well-being

1990s contributed to-'some *of
the improvements gé.m:,
being. Affordable housing,
however, stands out as one, eco-
nomic factor that has wors-
ened. As more cmoEm moved to
Oregon, housing prices mE:..onx
eted, leaving many families
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