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But children continue to be vie

" tims of criminal ‘abuse and neglect,
according to the statistics, with 124
children identified as victins, or
20.6 per 1,000 population, far
worse than the state average of
12.2 per 1,000. : .

More students dropped out of
" Union County high schools during

© 92000-01 than the previous year,
and eighth-grade reading and math
proficiency scores went down,
according to Children First,
although math scores are better
than the state average.

With more families requiring
two incomes just.to meet basic fam-
ily needs, child care continues to be
important in the formative years.
Children First reports that Union

- County parents have fewer child

care providers than last year, and
the number is 29 percent lower
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ﬁﬁnrosmw Children First did not
report on the quality and .availabil-
:,..M «of health care, the organization
reconimends that the state open
the, Children’s Health Insurance
Program to more children by
increasing the amount a family can
¢arn and still qualify for the subsi-
dized health program.

I Among the Children First recom-
Hrobamaonm“ :

| e Better child care options for
Aonﬁum parents, especially for the
one in four who works hours other
than the traditional 8 a.m. to 5

pm.
te

Help low-income families save
through restricted savings accounts
that can be matched through public
or private organizations. .

¢ o Expand summer nutrition pro-
grams for those who qualify for free
or reduced-cost school lunches.
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The number of juvenile arrests
with 232 children
under 18 arrested during the year,
a rate of 38.4 per 1,000, better
than the previpus year and 13 per-
cent better than the state average.

See CHILOREN FIRST, Page 2/



