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losing their jobs.”

With the unemployment rate A report p ublished in mid-De-
climbing and an Wb%:o:..w still cember — Growing Up in Oregon
showing signs of decline, low in- - reports data on the €conomic sta-
come families across the state have Pty and aE.:_Q of family life in
difficulty providing basic food and €YEry county in Oregon.
shelter for their children according Key findings in Clackamas Coun-
to a statewide child advocacy group 1 Show: o
called Children First for Oregon  * Clackamas County with Mult-
(CFFO). nomah and Washington counties

The group contends that even had lower child poverty rates at-12
after many years of prosperity, Percent — compared to the state
many families have not experienced rate of 15 percent.- .
lasting financial stability. And if the ~_ * Unemployment in Clackanias
economy declines even more, the County at 3.3 percent was better
same stress will affect support sys- than the statewide rate of 4.9 per-
tems that already exist. cent during 2000.

“We found that even after ten * A higher percentage of homeés
years of general economic prosperi- are owner-occupied, 71 percent, and
ty, too many children across Oregon  more children live with married, 77
are growing up poor, hungry or percent, in Clackamas County com-
homeless,” said CEFO director pared to the state rates.

r»Marie Hoeven. “Our state needs to * Twenty percent of children re-

Eqmﬁm._.,mﬁ for oqmac__p@coa news for kids in county

be ready to help families who are ceive free or reduced lunch at

school while 8 percent receive food
stamps at home in Clackamas
County compared to the statewide
rates of 34 percent and 15 percent
respectively.

* A smaller proportion of babies
born in Clackamas County were
born to mothers who smoked, were
under the age of 20, were unmarried
or did not have a high school educa-

tion compared to the statewide
rates.

Quality of Family Life

* Eighteen percent of children re-
ported a positive relationship with
their parents in Clackamas County
compared to 13 percent statewide.

* More children reported a high
level of involvement in families ac-
tivities and decisions in Clackamas
County at 17 percent than the
statewide rate of 15 percent.

* Fewer students are identified at
risk because of contact with family
or other adults who have a history
of substance or criminal activity. |

Other indicators

* Most measures of child well-
being have improved in the last year
including juvenile arrests, teen
pregnancy, and high school dropout
and these measures remain above
the statewide rates.

* Worsening rates in child abuse
and neglect are important to note.
The current rate is 15 percent worse ™}

»”

Clackamas County.

Statewide

* Twenty percent of households
with children have a single mother.
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