In 2002, the Oregon chzld casualty rate is moun tmg
forcmg us to look at small bodies — and ourselves

¥ olif murdered chlldren on a
. hillsidedn: McMinnville.

: % tian Longo's children pulled‘out
" ofwatetriearthe coast.
Two; 13:year:old. girls missing from
the:same apartment.complex in- Oregon
“Cityy police thmk theu dlsappearance

A bo shot dead sxttmg in hxs house
in SoutheastPortland. .

Anyone looking at thie recent news
might think that somehow somebody
had declared.an openseasen-on Ote-
g’ ‘s:children: The latest hornﬁc exam-

ple surfaged: -Friday; when Yamhill
County sheriff's. deputies dlscovered

15:year-old-Clayfon Bryant, 13+
Ethan, 9-year-old Aslﬁey d'8

father, Robert Bryant, Killed the family
and'himielf.
~ The deaths'all cortie out of different
circumstances; but so does évery act-of
violence against Orégon children — of
which theré-are a staggerihg:number. I
2000, the year of thie most recent data,
10,186-Oregon children were Victims of
abuse; and 21 died of abuse or neglect. -
Which- doesn’t even count the chil-

dren who are casualties of an adult taste

Three small bodies of Chris- .

‘Child Famiily; Services. “we'like to.

for: drugs orviolence.

At tirnes of adulf anger and frustra-
tiori — from drugs or viciousness or a
bad ecanomy — children are terribly
endangered. “They'te in: the home,”
says Marie Hoeven, executive director
of Children-First for Oregon. “They’re-in

close proxunity The)fre Ilvxng inanen-

vironment ofth_ parents’ frustration.”
And the resyl pﬂl across the state,

“We Just see kjd after kid,” says:Chris
Krenk-of:AlbertinaKerr Centers, “who’s
been hurt bypatents-or a significant rel-
ative.” O by another adult they know,

“or thouglit they.did:

. “There’s no'question that there's tre-
mendous vulnerdbility-of kids,” says Jay
Bloom, -CE®" of Morrison Center- for

we'te achild-céntered society, but it's

notthete.”

Orégonians react: in nghtful horrorto
Juvemle violence, and complain about

- the media and video-games and badly
raised children. Buthere, as in so'many

other places; the greatest danger facmg
children is from adults. -

That is an outrage. We will- make a
dent in the numbers-only when we start .
to take responsibility for them, when
child protection becomes a priority.

In other words, when Oregon adults
act like grown-ups.
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