‘Mannix: Tax-overhaul

‘would be premature now

L~SALEM (AP) — Déspite
-the state’s current budget
squeeze, it's premature:to.say
Oregon’s tax system needs to
be overhauled to provide:

gubernatorial candidate
Kevin Mannix said Friday.

Speaking to-a group of®:
child advocates, Mannix also .
said the. continuing-squab
bling- in. Salem over: the
state’s $482 million ‘deficit
has left many Oregonidns
disdainful of the state’s polit-
ical leadership. 5 (S% O

“We. have to overcome a
great deal of cynicism among
voters as they watch what's.
being playéd out right now:
in the Legislature and the
posturing that occurs,” the
Salém Republican’said.

His comments came at a
forum sponsored by Children
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o er.he: pr

natorial contender Ted
Kulongoski. T
Kulongoski said that more
‘revenue is needed to support-
state services, and that he
would look to voters -and -
grassroots.activists- to lead -
.the charge for: any tax over- '
- haul referrals, - %1 v

‘Manniz, a former ‘House

-member who ran for attor-

ney general in 2000, said the
state shouldn’t seek long- -
termi-changes’ in- its taX sys-,

tem simply s a response-to
short:term problems ‘brought
on by the recession. c s
“What P've said to folks is™
that the tax structure as it
exists right now can fund the
programs that we need if we ™

use plain thinking about pn- ,

orities,” he said. - .
‘Mannix said that as gov-
ernor he would place top pki-
ority on programs involving
public safety, education,
Seniors,,'pérsons'with disabil-
ities and young children.: -
4There are a lot of other

more money for programs, |
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things that ‘government-does.
hat ice. |

prioritiés,” he said.”* \; :
At the same time, Mannix '
said that he Bqlieﬁes ‘the
state eventually will want to
take a new look at its ta

ot

system, but. that review -

should:be done “in a positive
environment,” not while the ,

. state is stm;igg]in‘g t.h;ioﬂg_h’ a’

-recession. \ o
“By that I-mean a situa-=
‘tion where'people feel com- !
fortable that they've got a.
goverrior who's not just going :
‘around and saying, ‘Let’s’

raise taxes:’ " - :

- Maiinix was referring to
Demioératic > Gov. -John'’

‘Kitzhaber, whe- throughout
* the year has been urging leg-

islators to “approve an:
income tax incredse as a way

to-offset falling revenue. *. -

_are nice, but. they are, ..
ot .as-important .as.those" -
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“Pm saying there arestill

some cookies leftin the cook-
ie jar we can use to avoid
cuts, but he wants a whole
‘other jar full of cookies,”
Mannix said’in an-interview
after Friday’s forum, -




