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Marie Hoeven

From: Robartlaw@cs.com

Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2003 10:07 PM
To: marie@cffo.org; tina@cffo.org
Subject: AP: Kid's Count

Nice work. This should get picked up around the state. If they got anything seriously wrong, give Julia a call in the
morning as ask her to "write through" with a correction or emendation.

Bob

06/10/2003

Annual survey shows mixed results for Oregon's children
By JULIA SILVERMAN
Associated Press Writer

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) - Oregon showed definite improvement on some child welfare issues in the
1990s, but slipped backwards on others, according to the results of a new national assessment
released Wednesday.

The state continues to have one of the lowest rates of underweight newborns in the nation, but
also posted one of the nation's highest rates of children living in families with parents who have no
full-time employment, according to data from the Kids Count report. ’

The survey was released Wednesday by the Baltimore-based Annie E. Casey Foundation, which
studies children's issues. The report is based on government data and covers information from
1990-2000.

" "We can see some direct links between child well-being outcomes and economic health," said
Marie Hoeven, executive director of Children First for Oregon,. a children's advocacy group based in
Portland. ' ~With Oregon's safety net in tatters, families are facing twice as high a hurdle due to
economic instability."

According to the survey's results, Oregon fares relatively well when it comes to issues involving
infants and young children. The state's infant mortality rate in 2000, 5.6 for every 1,000 births,
was lower than the national average of 6.9. And Oregon's rate of 6 percent of children living far
below the poverty level in 2000 compares favorably with the national average of 7 percent.

For Oregon teenagers, the results of the survey are more muddled. The report cites an
extraordinarily high dropout rate for teens ages 16 to 19 - 12 percent, placing Oregon 43rd in
national rankings.

But state numbers collected by the state Department of Education tell a different story, pegging
Oregon's high school drop-out rate at 4.9 percent for the 2001-02 school year, which would give
the state one of the lowest drop-out rates in the nation.

Gene Evans, a spokesman for the Oregon Department of Education, said the difference is because
of how the rates are measured. The Casey Foundation uses a sampling of students, and follows
them from ninth grade to their senior year, but may not account for out-of-state transfers or
migrant students. The Department of Education tracks every student, including those who finish
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