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Annual survey shows mixed.

gon showed definité “im--

‘welfare ‘issues in the 1990s; -

“‘but slipped- backwards on

_ othersi,’-’according' to ‘the re-.
sults of a new “national as-’
sessment. - SR
The state continues to
‘have one of the lowest, rates -
of underweight newborns'in
the nation,-but:also posted.

one’of the nation’s’ highest

‘rates ‘of children living in

“familiés ‘with" parents - who -

have no_fulltime’ emploj- .

ment; according to data from
the Kids Count report. -~ -
“We can-see some direct
links : between - child well*-
being; . outcomes,, and ‘.econ-;’
“omic - health,” - isai ‘Marie

. Hoeven, “eXecutive" “director -,
- of Children First

, -for Oregon, -
a. children’s’ advocacy group

-ters, families are facing twice
as high a hurdle due‘toecon- ’
omic instability.”: " N

P) . Ore-

or Oregon’s children

According to the SUFvey’s:
results, Oregon fares rela-

¥

- provement on._ some child tively well when it comes to

issues involving infants and
young children. “The state’s
infant mortality rate in 2000,

5.6 for every 1,000 births,
was lower than the national
average of 6.9. And Oregon’s

rate of Q_p,ercent-»of’childr‘en

iving far-below the poverty

level: in 2000 compares

favorably with the national

average of 7 percent.

-, For'Oregon teenagers, the

results: of the survey are

more “muddled. The report.

“Gités an extraordinarily high

dropout rate for-teens ages.
16to°19 — 12 percent, plac-
ing Oregon’43rd in national
'ranki'ngs.,»But"s'tate numbers
collected by the state Depart-
mient of Education tell a dif-
ferent story, pegging Ore- -

. based in Portland. “With*- gon’s high school drop-out
- QOregon’s -safety net in" tat-

rate at 4.9 percent for the
2001-02 school. year; which
would .give the state one of
the lowest drop-out rates.



