Portland, OR 11/03

Portland Parent Magazine

_.ara Peterson* never
) expected that she'd
become a statistic. But
the east Portland moth-
er has joined the grow-
ing legion of Oregon
parents who are struggling to meet.
the basic needs of their families.
Peterson has been looking fora
jobrin her field — corrections — since
graduatlng from Mt Hood
Community College fast spring. But’
the economy isn’t cooperating with
her. “It’s frustrating,” says Peterson.
“There just aren't any jobs.”
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Méanwhile, she's found part-time
work as a retail sales clerk, earning a
bit more than minimum wage.
Peterson lives with her partner,
Matt Clegg, their 3-year-old son and

‘Clegg's teen-ager. Even though Clegg

works full-time, also.in retail sales, the
family can’t make ends meet. Their
blggest expense is the $695 monthly

" _rent they pay for their modest two- .
_bedroom apartment, says Peterson.
“Rent is ridiculous;” she says,*proba-

bly close to 75 percent of our
income goes to rent.” As a result, the
family often runs _out_of money by the
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end of the month. So Peterson has
had to ask for help from Portland
Impact, a noriprofit organization serv-
ing low-income résidents of southeast
Portland, to lend a hand with the fam-

‘ily's utility bills, and from Snow-CAP,

an east Milthomah County emer-
gency assistince agency,for an occa-

sional.food box and diapers. .

Peterson is one of the “lucky”
ones. She's never had to skip meals;

_the kids have never gone hungry.
. Even though the percentage of her

family’s'monthly income earmarked
for housing is far above the 30 per-
cent recommended by federal hous-
ing agencies, Peterson_has never
been homeless. :
The Taylor family has. Rachel and
Jacob and their three sons — Joseph,
11, Timothy, 10,and Orion, 9 - moved
from Los Angeles in July “because we
wanted a better life for our children,”
Rachel says.The family stayed with
friends for a month until they had a
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falling out with their hosts and ended
up living in their car.An outreach
worker with JOIN, a nonprofit group
that secures permanent housing for
families and individuals living.on the
streets, helped them get into an
apartment.

Rachel now is working as a
kitchen supervisor and the kids are
enrolled in school; Jacob is still look-
ing for work. Rachel says that, having
been homeless, she's now grateful for

“the little things you take for granted,
things like a bathroom and your own
space and your chlldren being able to
function.”

Strugglm Families
Be Your
Neighbors

Throw away your stereotypes of
single, unemployed mothers on wel-
fare. The Taylor and ‘Clegg-Peterson
households, and thousands of others
like them, represent'the new, very
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