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<% ase year, the Samaritan
Inn operated by the

Roseburg Re ue Mis-
sion stayed, {ull with 35

wotaent und children liv-
" ing at the shelter.
At the same time, the number of

food baskets handed out by the

mission twice a week increased by
50 percent, rising frein 100 boxes a

month to 150.

With the local economy remain-
ing flat and an unemployment rate
hovering above 8.6 percent for the
past 12 months, the demand for
services provided by the mission
and other arca agencies remains
high.

“We've seen a steady increase
and we suspect that will continue
during the new year.” suid Jeff
Woods, the mission’s exccutive
dircctor.

Although the massion may be
hest known for the 80 to 100 men

who reside in an cmergency dormi-

tory and in a trangitional housing
unit, that isn’t the core group pro-
vided assistance. Single moms

with two or three children make up
the largest group of residents seek-

ing help from the mission.
Countywide, 20 percent of
households are headed by a single

parent, according 1o statistics com-

piled by the nonpartisan Children
First for Oregon for the group’s
County Data Book 2003.

services in nged

-Jemand for aid for low income families at Samaritan Inn, Rescue Mission

ontherise — —

Of the 24,040 children who live
in Douglas County — out of an
overall population of 101,300 —
43 percent come from low-income
families, according to the report.
An even higher number of local

children, 47 percent, are eligible to’

receive reduced or frec lunches at
school. -

Statewide. one in three children
live in poverty or uear poverty. In

Oregon, the poveriy line is $18,400

for a family of four, while near
poverty is defined as less than
twice the poverty level.
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T | Percentage of children eligi-
bie for free or reduced lunches at
school: 47 percent.

= Of the eligible 11,299 chil-
dren, only 4,952 take adventage
of the program.

= Of the 24,040 children in
Douglas County, 10,353 live in
low-income families. Sevenieen
percent live in poverty and anoth-

er 26 are considered near poverty.

Of the total, 6,621 live in famities
that receive food stamps and

and in other areas in the past year jjies §.ong-term layoffs lead to a

have increased the demand for

variety of problems, including

social services, said Gillian Wesen- iy creased alcohol and drug abuse,
berg, who heads Douglas County’ gomestic violence and mental,
Commission on Children and Fam-pe41¢h issues, Wesenberg said. The

6,840 are enrolied in the Oregon
Hzalih Plan.

~ Sixty-two percent of the
babies born in Douglas Couniy
nave mothers with a high schcol
education or less.

“~ In 2003, 8.7 percent of work-
ers were unemployed.

M For families with children, the
median household income was
$39,774.

Source: Cnildren First for Oregon
loss in state funding for many

social service programs has place:
added pressure on other programs

Please see SERVIGS, page




