Report:
Oregon

failing its

children
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gives Oregon a D+ but

notes some improvements:

By JULIA LYON
OfThe (Bend) Bulletin

The children on the school playground may
sound thrilled with life, but their lives may be in-
creasingly difficult, according to new data from the
nonprofit Children First for Oregon.

In the group’s annual review of Oregon chil-
dren’s well-being, the overall grade dropped to a

: - _ D+ in 2004, the lowest
grade since the group be-
Y gan the review in 1992. In
2003, the grade had fallen
toaC-.

While Oregon’s economy
has struggled, the state has
had fewer dollars to invest
in insurance, childcare and
other prevention programs,

" leaving the state’s children
more at risk, according to the.Children First re-
port. The state received its lowest grade within the
report card in the area of family financial stability,
which encompasses child poverty, housing, hunger,
unemployment and child support.

Based in Portland, the nonprofit describes itself
-as the state’s leading voice for children. The organi-
zation employs education, research and community
building initiatives to communicate with the Legis-
lature, the media and the public.

Its annual report card reflects the status of chil-
dren’s health, education, safety and families’ finan-
cial stability. ~

Dramatic state budget cuts have impacted chil-
dren, said Dan Peddycord, the Deschutes, County

More information
on the report card
is available. at:
- www.childrenfirst-
-fororegon.org.. . -

public health director. =~ -
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. “This report card is sort of a

10,000-foot réflection of all of
those real-life things that are
goiiy on in Oregon,” he said.
“We don’t have the program-
ming we had four years ago.”

_ much because of their reliance
. on federal, not state dollars.

But not everything looks
gloomy for Oregon kids. Some
good news in the report is that
teen pregnancy is at a 14-year

. low in the state. According to

Children First, 26.4 girls (ages

“WesConi News Service

rushes her teeth

"The budget of the Deschutes
County Commission on Chil-
dren and Families, which pro-
vides dollars to community
nonprofits, is about 50 percent
of what it was four years ago,
Peddycord said. Some health
programs have not suffered as

15 to 17) per 1,000 become
pregnant last year. In 2002, the
pregnancy rate was 27.6 per
1,000. » o
The state’s immunization
rate for toddlers has also im-
proved. The report found that
80 percent of 2-year-olds were

up-to-date on their immuniza-

tions in 2003. The year before
only 75 percent of 2-year-olds
were up-to-date.

Despite cuts to state school
funding, the report found that
the.high school dropout rate is
now at its lowest since before
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