R INAOD,

g

P

s Pibeloanl J aperct [ [ Redonmn
st SlisS e s & Mottt got

@ Eama totha FretAnru]
“hang o oe Mefldis”
E gait Ot Gmeawe

Jrodawabdal L T

ls%

RSN VN i e ’LJ
WHEN)  Saturday, Qctobar 29, 2008 |

TIME $0:00 am. to 4100 pr.
ALREA M AER

i
&
4
et
g
E

) the periedt 09 tor Erreese GeclNli
oo En,a] bide 2 let the

FRTANA 200 F ey frogr Y o, e

hSnde e iy

R o
waaw.mossatwarkus(icomast aed

T

ot wrnsd iy 4

i

Toweidey Mvsic,

Yoo hgw St
MR TOT e eROgy.
BL ¢ Cooons iy i
§ [ombrtesgaQ.

& Nurtroptur eOss
sz dwdipmme .

MUBICSEEDS
teaby Bolr'ngen
603-£88-1549, North Txdems

SUCIHEARTEN OF KILSAORD
Rrzxda Boifca

500-643-4468, [ 5o

Peathoasn

FORTLAND CENGERVATARY
GF MIURIC

Sghilg Sarmacen
S03-510-2100: Sautesi Fonknd
B, Todfios, Presthorss

CLLLBEN MUSIT BTUDID
Janm sl
S00-04<Z588, Fonden Hamo

Booew, Poset

Mutie Jheatk- Ediroe

‘How Are the
Children?’

Oregon Receives a ‘D+’
in Child Well-Being

0 s we note in our feature on the “magic
years” (page 12}, Portland Mayor Tom Potter
begins city council meetings with the traditional
African Maasai greeting: “How are the children?”
According to Children First for Oregon’s latest
“Report Card on the Status of Children,” the an-
swer would have to be, “Not very well at all.”
Children First, a nonprofit, nonpartisan ad-
vocacy group, gave the state a grade of “D+" in
overall child well-being in its 2006 Report Card,
the same grade it received in 2004 (2005’s grade
was a slightly improved “C-*). Despite a jump in
the Family Financial Stability category - from an
“F” to a “C" - downward trends in several areas

How Oregon Can Earn an “A”

Children First for Oregon recommends these
five steps to move Oregon toward an “A” grade
in child well-being:

resulted in the state’s mediocre score. In particu- 1. Protect Our Investments: Defeat Measures 41
lar, the grade in Early Care & Education slumped and 48 at the ballot in November.
from a "B” in 2005 to a "D-" this year. 2. Stabilize State Revenue: Convert the cor-

According to Children First, political and
public will are needed to move the state in a
positive direction. “Every candidate running for 3
office should look at this
report card and ask them-
selves what they can do to

porate kicker tax refund into a “rainy day”
fund.

. Increase Access to Health Care: Enroli all chil-
dren currently eligible for the Oregon Health
Plan (approximately 67,000 of the 117,000

uninsured children).

get us to an ‘A’ grade,” says
Robin Christian, executive
director of Children First.

“If your children con-
tinued to bring home C’s
and D’s on their report
cards, wouldn’t you do )
something?” Christian -
asks. She adds that “The
solutions aren't the
problem. What we lack
is the courage to act.”
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4. Improve Outcomes for
Abused and Neglected
Children: Increase supports
to foster families, including
relatives, and expand the
availability of proven sub-
stance abuse prevention and
treatment programs.

5. Invest in Early Childhood: Fully

fund Head Start/Oregon Pre-
kindergarten and strengthen
the state’s child care subsidy
program for working families.
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